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is The Right Person To See 


ial j WHAT SIMEON SAID, when he looked on the infant Jesus as 


God had promised he would, has gone down in history as the Nunc 
Dimmitis, Latin for the opening words of his praise. Simeon said that 
he was ready to die after having seen the Son of God. 





to 


ie IF YOU HAVE SEEN Jesus in faith you, too, are ready to die. 
for If you have never turned your attention to the cross where the Saviour 


atoned for the sin which debars us from God and eternal life, God 
invites you to look today. 


JUST AS MOSES lifted up the serpent in the desert, so the 


te Son of God had to be lifted up, in order that whoever believes in 
en- Him shall not perish but have life eternal (John 3:15-16). 

pe THE CRY OF CHRIST'S famous forerunner comes to us with 
“ne as much urgency today as ever: “Behold the Lamb of God!” He 


ing. does take away sin. And God wants you to see Jesus in order that 


you may have your sins forgiven, even as others who have seen 
Him and are His. 


—Rev. George S. Lauderdale. 
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We must apologize that the impor- 
tant article on the Sunday School 
literature of the Church (p. 7) did 
not come out two months ago when 
the quarter was still young. But the 
principles covered are so vital that in 
this case better late than never. 





Last week we went to our son’s 
High School Baccalaureate. The Sun- 
day service was a lesson in what the 
mania over Church and State sepa- 
ration can become. There was no 
Scripture at all. The Name of Jesus 
was not mentioned from start to fin- 
ish. The choir sang of the Creation, 
from Genesis. The minister spoke of 
nothing . . . for twenty-five minutes. 
The only semblance of religion was in 
the rabbi’s prayers. And then it dawn- 
ed on us: here was the most sectarian 
service of all. It suited the rabbi per- 
fectly. It would have suited a Univer- 
salist equally well. You cannot have a 
non-sectarian religious service! If you 
invoke only the Moral Order of the 
Universe you will be bowing to Self- 
Realization or B’hai. Why not invoke 
the Name of Christ as a Christian na- 
tion should? Let the B’hais in the 
audience sit as quietly as we tried to 
that Sunday, and let them give thanks 
for their freedom to worship guaran- 
teed by a Christian constitution. 





Some time ago the Associated Press 
carried the story of a man and his 
wife studying for the ministry to- 
gether at an Eastern seminary. There 
was more to the story, but the thing 
which caught our attention was the 
testimony of the man as to why he 
turned to the ministry after being in 
management for 12 years: “Actually, 
I wasn’t too much of a church goer. 
But one day I walked into church, 
liked what the minister had to say, 
and from then on I suppose it rather 
grew on me.” This story goes well 
with the one on p. 7 of this issue. 





Be sure to put “Journal Day” on 
your calendar: August 16, in the First 
Presbyterian Church, Weaverville, 
N. C. 











Vol. XX June 21, 1961 
CONTENTS 

DOES THE SOUL SURVIVE DEATH? ss 5 

Dr. Robert Strong 
WHY WE NEED A NEW CURRICULUM _.. 7 

The Editor 
U.P.U.S.A. ASSEMBLY SIDELIGHTS __. 9 
I ic stepaiheithecacncicedtecachainicacalaescaatbeedile 10 
A LAYMAN AND HIS CHURCH _ sd 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON, July 2 —-. _13 
ee Bf ees | 
The CHURCH AT Ree 16 
CHILDREN’S BIBLE STUDIES 18 
EL 
uy. M5. Hiaiain Tape, TN ase Editor 
Rev. Henry B. Dendy, D.D. Managing Editor 
L.. Nelson Beil; M.D., F.A-CS. — Associate Editor 


Arthur H. Matthews Editorial Assistant 





THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL, a Presbyterian weekly magazine, devoted to 
the statement, defense, and propagation of the Gospel, the faith which was 
once for all delivered to the saints, published every Wednesday by the Southern 
Presbyterian Journal, Inc., in Weaverville, N. C. 


SUBSCRIPTION PRICES: $3 a year for individuals, $2 for members of Every 
Family Plan churches. All correspondence regarding subscriptions, advertising 
or other business matters should be addressed to the business office in 
Weaverville, N. C.,Second-class mail privileges authorized at Weaverville, N. C. 


EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE should be addressed to P. O. Box 3108, Ashe- 
ville, N. C. Editorial offices located at 84 Kimberly Ave. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS notices should be addressed to the business office, 
Weaverville, N. C., allowing three weeks for change in the continental U.S. 
Change notices should include both old and new addresses. 














j 


NEWS OF RELIGION 









WA 
D THEWor? 


(Editor’s Note — The following ac- 
count will serve to explain why we 
have missions in Latin America.) 


MEXICO — On May 5 we had the 
first funeral of a member of the 
Presbyterian Church in Ometepec. 
Francisco Rodriguez Piza had been 
suffering from a bad heart for three 
years. Before his death he made his 
wife promise to give him a Protestant 
funeral. 


The funeral service itself was well 
attended for “Don Chico,” as every- 
one called him, was a respected, well 
liked citizen of the town. Of course 
there were “ohs’” and “ahs” because 
there were no saints or candles, but 
it wasn't until the next day that the 
real talk began. First of all, the 
townspeople said, “God took his body 
as well as his soul and threw them 
into hell.” This because the coffin, 
upon reaching the cemetery, was so 
light in weight that his body could 
not possibly have been in it. 


Then that night someone heard Don 
Chico’s shadow crying in the neigh- 
borhood. Because there was no wail- 
ing and no candles the shadow could 
not find its body. They would be 
forced to “raise the cross” the next 
week so the shadow would not haunt 
the neighborhood forever. 


“Raising the cross” takes place af- 
ter a week of mourning. A wooden 
cross is placed at the head of the bed 
Where the body lay the day of the 
funeral. All night there is wailing, 
mourning, drinking and eating. If the 
family can afford it there is also the 
band to play funeral music. On that 
night the shadow, which has been 
looking for its body ever since it was 








Oops — Wrong Home 


MUNCIE, Ind. (RNS) — Metho- 
dists couldn’t believe their eyes 
when a report on a home for the 
aged came before the North Indi- 
ana Conference here. The report 
showed 4,921 births at the Metho- 
dist Memorial Home at Warren, 
Ind., during the year. 


More than 350 persons live at the 
Warren home — all over the age 
of 65. The mix-up was due to a 
typographical error. The statistics 
were those of the Methodist Hos- 
pital of Indianapolis. 











separated from its body by death, re- 
turns. It is guided by the prayers and 
music to the spot where the body lay 
and, seeing the cross, hides in it. The 
next morning early the cross is taken 
to the cemetery and placed at the 
grave. Thus the shadow finds its lost 
body and is reunited with it forever. 


Some of the members of the church 
were worried for fear the family of 
the widow would “raise the cross.” 
“We want to place a marker on the 
grave”, one of the elders said, “But 
we don’t want them to think we are 
calling his shadow. What can we do?” 


Dr. Boyce talked it over with the 
elders and it was decided that on 
Sunday afternoon we would have a 
memorial service at the church. Every- 
one was asked to bring flowers to take 
to the cemetery and a cross was pre- 
pared for a grave marker. 


Sunday afternoon two of the elders 
and Dr. Boyce talked on the resurrec- 
tion and life eternal. The service was 
simple, but it gave strength and cour- 
age to those present. Then with every- 
one carrying flowers we went as a 
group to the cemetery. “‘We go as a 
group, not as a procession,” one of 
the elders instructed. 


As we left the cemetery a few min- 
utes later one of the men remarked, 
“What a difference it makes when you 
do this for love and not from fear.” 


—Mrs. James R. Boyce 


Supreme Court Upholds 
Laws on Sunday Sales 


WASHINGTON, D. C. (RNS) — 
The United States Supreme Court up- 
held the constitutionality of three 
state laws prohibiting the operation 
of retail stores on Sunday (so-called 
“blue laws’’). 


Speaking for the majority (8 to 1) 
in the case involving the State of 
Maryland vs. a group of Jewish mer- 
chants, Chief Justice Warren said, 
“We are a cosmopolitan nation made 
up of people of almost every con- 
ceivable religious preference. It can- 
not be expected, much less required 
that legislatures enact no law regu- 
lating conduct that may in some way 
result in economic disadvantage to 
some religious sect and not to others 
because of the special practices of the 
various religions.” 


“If the purpose of the law is to im- 
pede the practice of religion, then it 
would be invalid,’ the majority con- 
tinued, but “if the state regulates 
conduct by enacting a general law 
within its power the purpose and ef- 
fect of which is to advance the state’s 
secular goals, the statute is valid de- 
spite its incident burden on religious 
observance.” 


The majority concluded, “We can- 
not find the state without power to 
provide a weekly respite from all la- 
bor ...a day of rest, repose, recrea- 
tion and tranquility —- a day when 
the hectic tempo of everyday existence 
ceases and a more pleasant atmos- 
phere is created, a day which all mem- 
bers of the family may enjoy and 
spend together . . . and visit friends 
and relatives not available during 
working periods.” 


It was Justice Felix Frankfurter, 
the only Jewish member of the court, 
who delivered a monumental 86-page 
separate concurring opinion that de- 
cided the issue against the appellants 
who were members of Mr. Frankfur- 
ter’s own faith. Justice John Marshall 
Harlan concurred with Mr. Frankfur- 
ter. 


The key point of the Frankfurter 
opinion was that a law requiring citi- 
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zens to observe one day of rest a week 
from work and commercial activity 
and leaving the choice of the day to 
their individual preference would not 
accomplish the objective of Sunday 
closing laws, that of “an atmosphere 
of entire community repose.” 


Justice William O. Douglas would 
have declared all “blue” laws uncon- 
stitutional as an abridgement of re- 
ligious freedom. Justice William J. 
Brennan, Jr., the court’s only Roman 
Catholic member, and Justice Potter 
Stewart, an Episcopalian, would have 
declared that such laws must include 
a provision for those who wish to ob- 
serve a Sabbath other than Sunday, 
so that they would not suffer discrim- 
ination. 


The 
court, 
ments, 
27,000 
ruling. 


chief justice spoke for the 
rejecting the opposing argu- 
in four opinions that required 
words to define the majority’s 





Protestants Are Few 
In the ‘City of Calvin’ 


GENEVA (RNS) — Roman Cath- 
olics now outnumber Protestants in 
this “City of Calvin,” according to 
figures from the December, 1960, 
Swiss population census quoted by the 
Swiss Evangelical Press Service here. 
Of Geneva’s total population of near- 
ly 256,000, only about 80,000 are na- 
tive Genevese, while 118,000 are from 
other parts of Switzerland and nearly 
58,000 are foreigners. 


A breakdown of the population 
shows 115,272 are Catholics, and 108,- 
975 are Protestants, the balance con- 
sisting of various other faiths and 
23,083 who declared themselves as 
having no religious affiliation. 





Clark Elected by RPC 


WILLOW GROVE, Pa. (RNS) — 
Dr. Gordon H. Clark, head of the 
philosophy department of Butler 
University, Indianapolis, Ind., was 
elected moderator of the General 
Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church at its 138th annual session 
here. 


Dr. Clark succeeds Dr. Richard W. 
Gray of Calvary church, Willow 
Grove, which was host to the conven- 
tion. The denomination has about 20 
churches scattered throughout the 
U.S. and several in India. 


On Capital Punishment— 


‘Misguided Do-gooders’ 
Blasted by FBI Chief 


WASHINGTON, D. C. (RNS) — J. 
Edgar Hoover’s plea here for the re- 
tention of capital punishment places 
him in opposition to statements by 
those churches and other religious 
organizations which have gone on 
record against the death penalty. In 
an editorial in the FBI law enforce- 
ment bulletin for June, the bureau’s 
director criticized “misguided do- 
gooders” in this field. 


Mr. Hoover said advocates of out- 
lawing the death penalty frequently 
quote “those portions of the Bible 
which they believe support their 
views.” 


These quotations, he said, most fre- 
quently revolve around Biblical state- 
ments that man was created in the 
image of God. Mr. Hoover said, how- 
ever, “there are many passages in the 
Old Testament which refer to capital 
punishment being necessary to enforce 
the laws of society. Certainly, the 
moral laws of the Old Testament re- 
main with us today.” 


He said that a “realistic approach” 
to the problem demands that the pub- 
lic live their lives “free from fear” of 
“bestial killers.”” The FBI chief quali- 
fied his criticism by writing, “There 
can be no doubt of the sincerity of 
many of those who deplore capital 
punishment.” 


Churches that have rejected resolu- 
tions calling for an end to capital 
punishment include the Presbyterian 
Church in the U.S. (Southern), Unit- 
ed Lutheran Church in America and 
the Free Methodist Church. The Ro- 
man Catholic Church teaches that 
capital punishment does not violate 
the Divine Law and that the state has 
a right to punish by death serious 
crimes against a just social order. 





Indifference Called 
Top Church Problem 


BOSTON (RNS) — Some 3,000 
Protestant laymen attending their 
annual Communion breakfast here 
heard Dr. Daniel A. Poling. of New 
York, editor of the Christian Herald, 
interdenominational monthly, warn 
that “indifference, not intolerance, is 
one of the major problems of religion 
in the U.S. today.” 


“Only a Christ-like world will ever 
be a world of peace and only Christ- 
like men and women will ever build a 
permanent security from the threat 
of war,” he said. “Christianity is first 
of all a faith, not an institution or 
even a way of life. It is a belief, and 
if ever again Christians believe hard 
enough they may accomplish in their 
time a world revolution as complete 
as that which followed the conversion 
of the Roman Emperor, Constantine, 
in the 4th century.” 


Stressing that Christians must look 


up to Jesus Christ as the Son of God, \ 


Dr. Poling sharply criticized “some of 
the so-called Christian Churches to- 
day which strip Jesus Christ of his 
Deity so that He becomes just a ‘Good 
man.’ When this happens the Lord 
Christ is left with less moral author- 
ity than Lincoln or Tolstoy, and in- 
finitely less than Buddha or Confu- 
cius.” 


“Fortunately,” he added, “within 
Protestantism today I see and feel a 
rising tide of return to Jesus Christ 
as ‘very God,’ for Jesus Christ alone 
accomplishes the new birth in us, re- 
deems us and, through us redeems the 
world in which we live.” 





‘Conscription’ Urged 
As Missionary Source 


LONDON (RNS) — A suggestion 
that in the future Anglican clergy- 
men in Britain may have to be con- 
scripted for overseas missionary work 
was made here at the annual meeting 
of the Church of England’s Society 
for the Propagation of the Gospel in 
Foreign Parts. 


It came from Dr. Eric J. Trapp, 
secretary of the society, who said 
that although the number of offers 
for service overseas was about the 
same as it had been for the past ten 
or 20 years, the number were insuf- 
ficient to meet present-day needs. 
“The demand for missionaries is un- 
likely to abate and the scope of their 
activities is wider than we sometimes 
think,” declared Dr. Trapp, who was 


‘ 


formerly Bishop of Zululand, South | 


Africa. 





A school is judged by its products, 
and if any school, anywhere, by any 
name, fosters modernism, infidelity, 
unbelief and unrighteousness, let that 
school and the guilty parties repent of 
sin! — Dr. Ramsey Pollard, outgoing 
Southern Baptist President. 
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No. 1 in a sertes of sermons on “Last Things’— 


Does lhe Soul Survive Death? 


SCRIPTURE — For we know that 
if our earthly house of this tabernacle 
were dissolved, we have a building of 
God, an house not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens (II Cor. 5:1). 


In the face of such a Scripture, 
someone might well wonder why the 
question is even to be asked: Does 
the soul survive death? 


In our answer let us consider the 
text (I) as unbelievers would, (II) 
as special pleaders would, and (III) 
as conservative Christians do. 


ke 


The unbelievers of whom we think 
in particular are essentially anti- 
religious as well as anti-Christian. Of 
course they don’t believe in the Bible. 
They don’t believe in immortality. 
They don’t believe in the unique na- 
ture of man. 


Their line of thinking seems very 
strange to us. I look out at you and 
I am impressed by the kind of beings 
that you are: you have the ability to 
think; unlike animals you are truly 
teachable; you can communicate by 
speech; you can stand and watch your- 
self go by, that is, you have self-con- 
sciousness; you can make free deci- 
sions. You are, therefore, persons. You 


are vastly different from all the crea- 
tures, 


To the unbeliever you are only 
specialized animals. What is called 
thinking they see as only electrical 
activity in the brain. You are going 
to die some day, and when you do that 
will be the end of you— they say — 
except as you live on in your children 
or leave a “part” of yourself in a busi- 
hess or an institution. So reasons the 
atheist. So reasons the materialist, 
who holds that there is nothing im- 
material such as the soul or the spirit. 


ROBERT STRONG, S.T.D. 


These approach a verse of Scripture 
like our text and call it a delusion, a 
wishful thought. The modern man is 
deemed superior to such escapist 
thinking; he can no longer live by it. 


The atheist and the materialist have 
been long with us, and there have al- 
ways been those who would try to 
answer them. For it is one of the ob- 
vious facts of history that always man 
has had a sense of a continuing exist- 
ence. He has believed and reasoned 
that there must be more than a short 
earthly span to the human story. In 
the pagan world I suppose no thinker 
dealt more ably with this subject than 
Plato. His metaphysics were bad, it is 
true. He believed in the immortality 
of the soul because he viewed the 
thoughts of man as belonging to the 
world of thought from which the 
physical universe had been generated. 
The soul being able to think “above” 
the body, has pre-existence and will 
necessarily live on when the body dies. 
This is a refined form of pantheism, 
which is the notion that God is every- 
thing and everything is God. 


Plato, though, did have some valu- 
able thoughts on the subject of im- 
mortality. He insisted, for example, 
that significance must be given to hu- 
man aspirations: unable in a_ short 





Editor’s Note: Christians are 
distinguished from others, not in 
that they believe in a future life — 
virtually all men do — but in what 
they know about the future life that 
other men do not know. The accom- 
panying sermon by a Reformed theo- 
logian of the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S., is the first in a series on 
“eschatology” (a word meaning 
“last things’) which will continue 
throughout the summer. The sub- 
ject is vital. Readers of the Jour- 
nal will find the sermons helpful. 











lifetime to realize his ambitions, man 
needs, and it is reasonable to suppose 
that he will be granted, a further op- 
portunity to fulfill himself. Plato also 
reasoned that immortality must be 
true because of the moral necessity 
for justice. There must be a striking 
of the balances. There must be a re- 
viewing of the record. So there must 
be for the soul immortality. Plato did 
not mean what you and I do by the 
term, but he held (and his insight so 
far as it went was surely sound) that 
the “divine” government of the uni- 
verse in order to be reasonable and 
right requires the immortality of the 
soul. Unaided human thought has 
never done better on this subject than 
in Plato. 


You hear echoes of Plato today. 
Wernher von Braun, the noted physi- 
cist and missile expert, is an example. 


Von Braun reasons concerning im- 
mortality by means of an analogy 
taken from physics. This, the most 
exact of the sciences, embraces as one 
of its basic principles the conserva- 
tion of energy. Although the amount 
of available energy is constantly de- 
creasing, so that the universe is like 
a clock running down, no energy is 
actually being lost for it is simply be- 
ing converted into something else. 
Isn’t it to be expected, asks von Braun, 
that whatever the form of energy 
which is the human spirit, it will sur- 
vive the death of the body? 


Let me also mention Professor J. 
B. Rhine and his co-workers, to be 
found at several prominent universi- 
ties, in the field of extra-sensory per- 
ception. Likely you have heard of 
their experiments in mental telepathy 
and clairvoyance. A deck of twenty- 
five cards — five with a star, five with 
a plus sign, five with wavy lines, five 
with circles, five with rectangles — is 
used. A screen is placed between the 
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experimenter and the subject. As the 
former turns over a card in the shuf- 
fled deck, the subject records his im- 
pression of the symbol on the card as 
it is supposedly transferred to his 
mind from the experimenter’s. Some 
of those taking the test seem to have 


an uncommon perceptiveness; they 
have made perfect scores. Even when 
the experimenter does not himself 
look at the cards he is turning, sub- 
jects with the faculty of clairvoyance 
make high scores. The experimenters 
believe they have scientifically proved 
that the mind may receive information 
without the aid of the senses. Dr. 
Rhine and his associates believe that 
the nature of man includes an essence 
that is non-material and that in all 
likelihood “it” survives physical 
death. 


Thus the unbeliever, the atheist, the 
materialist have been offered answers 
by those even who do not necessarily 
call themselves Christians. Psychology 
cannot explain human nature. A study 
of the brain does not exhaust the sub- 
ject of human personality. The cere- 
bral cortex does not think. Intellec- 
tual activity transcends the brain. 
The mind uses the brain. The soul of 
man with its amazing powers of 
thought and decision is distinct from 
though mysteriously connected to the 
brain. Such conclusions, we observe 
with interest, are not the exclusive 
property of Christianity. 


A Christian, however, does not rely 
for his answer to the unbeliever upon 
Plato or von Braun or J. B. Rhine. 
Appreciating their cooperation he 
says that their conclusion of personal 
immortality has all along been his 
own. He learned it from the best 
source of all, from special revelation. 


Even from the Books of Genesis 
and Exodus we learn to think of man 
as both body and soul. This our Lord 
shows us by His striking reminder of 
God’s call to Moses at the bush. The 
Lord Jesus said that when God says 
He is the God of Abraham and Isaac 
and Jacob, this means that Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob, though physically 
long dead, are still living. Eleven 
hundred years before Plato, three 
thousand years before von Braun and 
Rhine, the Bible was teaching per- 
sonal immortality. 


Supremely the Christian relies upon 
the resurrection of Christ. In this 
supreme fact comes the answer to the 
man in the street with his cynical com- 
ment: “How do we know there is an- 
other life when nobody has come back 


to tell us about it?’? Christ came back 
and that settles the matter. 


Il. 


We now consider what the special 
pleaders do with the text. I refer to 
those who say that they go according 
to the Bible, but who actually handle 
it so as to suit their own special pur- 
pose. They construct their own sys- 
tem of belief and then try to fit the 
Bible to it. The true method is to 
draw one’s belief from a considera- 
tion of all the pertinent Scripture 
passages. This I do not think the 
Seventh Day Adventists do, nor the 
Jehovah’s Witnesses, nor even some 
otherwise well thought of Protestants 
when they are confronted with II 
Corinthians 5:1 and similar passages. 


The Adventist holds to the idea that 
when death comes, the soul sleeps in 
the grave until the resurrection. Our 
text leaves him in difficulty. So do 
many other passages. The penitent 
thief is assured by Jesus, “Verily I 
say unto thee, Today shalt thou be 
with me in paradise.”’ The Adventist 
is driven to strange lengths of inter- 
pretation to avoid the force of the 
many places that teach that the soul 
is conscious after death. 


The Jehovah’s Witness in his turn 
confronts a problem. He does not be- 
lieve that man has a soul at all. When 
he dies, that is the end of the story 
for him unless he belongs to the cult 
or has never been witnessed to by one 
of the cult members—in which case he 
will be included in the resurrection. 
What astounding straining of the 
Scriptures to maintain this view! 


Then there is the evangelical who 
is carried away with the thought that 
man is a unitary being and who will 
not follow the traditional separation 
of soul and body. The plea in this in- 
stance is to safeguard the Biblical 
emphasis on the resurrection of the 
body. Now it is true that man is uni- 
tary and that redemption in the end 
includes the resurrection of the body. 
But it is not true that the Bible puts 
exclusive emphasis upon the resur- 
rection of the body. The soul lives on 
until the resurrection. Saul’s experi- 
ence at Endor with Samuel who was 
sent back to pronounce judgment upon 
the rebellious king clearly shows what 
the thinking of the Jews was on the 
issue of the soul’s surviving death. 
The parable of the rich man and 
Lazarus should make the matter plain 
beyond the possibility of doubt, for 
believers in the Bible: The rich man 


is in hell and he suffers; Lazarus on 
his death is carried to paradise and 
he is comforted. : 


How much additional evidence could 
be cited. Stephen as he is dying calls 
on the Lord Jesus to receive his spirit. 
Paul tells the Philippians that he is 
torn between two desires: on the one 
hand he longs to depart and be with 
Christ, on the other hand he knows 
he is needed in this life by the 
churches. Again, he says to be absent 
from the body is to be present with 
the Lord. The Book of Revelation is 
a book of visions cast in symbolic 
form, but it is certainly plain that 
some of these visions took the apostle 
John to heaven and showed him the 
souls of the righteous in full posses- 
sion of consciousness. 


Indeed the special pleader has an 
impossible task. He simply cannot ad- 
just the Scripture to his notions. The 
Bible will not submit to being made 
te say that immortality is a vain idea. 
The soul of man lives on. Scripture 
says so with utter clarity. 


II. 


When believers come to II Corin- 
thians 5 they see that it is talking 
about their heavenly home. Man is 
mortal but immortal. The body sleeps 
in death but the soul lives on. The 
soul that thinks, that decides, that 
uses the body as vehicle and channel 
of expression; the soul or spirit where 
lies the true center of personality 
leaps, when death comes, into the 
world above and beyond. Let this 
earthly tabernacle be dissolved, God 
has ready for us a building not made 
with hands, eternal in the heavens. 
Here on earth we groan and are often 
burdened. We are keenly aware of 
our mortality. But heaven waits, like 
a new garment, the clothing of im- 
mortality. We are content to be here, 
for God has assigned us work to do 
for Him. We are glad to go there, 
for it will mean to be present with the 
Lord, which is surely better. 


The text, then, is not talking about 
a temporary body that shall be ours 
between death and the resurrection. 
It is treating of heaven itself. This is 
the hope that sustains, that comforts, 
that nerves us. We who believe in the 
Lord Jesus Christ as our Saviour from 
sin are going to heaven when we die. 
We shall be with Christ. We shall be 
with Christian loved ones gone ahead. 
We shall be actively and interestingly 


(Cont. on p. 18, col. 1) 


PAGE 6 / THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / JUNE 21, 1961 


- 





3~— oo 4 © 


_— es / OO oe 


el —-6 





A 
i 


in 
d- 
he 


de 


re 


his 
od 
ide 
ns. 
ten 


ike 
im- 
re, 

do 
re, 
the 


out 
urs 


s is 
rts, 
the 
rom 
die. 
| be 
ead. 
igly 


The vital weakness in the present literature of the Church— 


Why We Need 


A New Curriculum 


A Sunday School teacher has just 
called to our attention the Pioneer 
(Intermediate) Graded S.S. lessons 
for the Quarter, April-June, pub- 
lished by the Presbyterian, U.S., 
Board of Education. He has been try- 
ing, with virtually no sucess, to get 
enough out of the lessons to help the 
young people in the most vital experi- 
ence of their lives: getting to know, 
accept and follow the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 


Obviously, these comments. are 
somewhat belated. By the time these 
words appear in print the quarter will 
be over. Yet even this late we want 
to share with you this teacher’s con- 
cern and our own reaction to these 
lessons. Not that there is anything 
unusual about them. There is not any- 
thing unusual about them. And that 
is the point. They are quite represen- 
tative of all the literature published 
by the Church. In this particular unit 
it is possible to see, with unusual 
clarity, the reasons for the contro- 
versy that has swirled about the liter- 


ature of the Church for some time, 
now. 


The unit is on “What It Means To 
Be a Church Member.” Such subjects 
as “What It Means to Believe in Jesus 
Christ” and “Making a Profession of 
Faith” are taken up. The lessons also 
include (and characteristically well) 
personal behavior and vocation. 


We will begin by reproducing be- 
low what the Teacher’s Guide and 
the Pioneer Bible Studies (student 
guide) have to say about the vital, 
preliminary theme, “What It Means 
to Believe in Jesus Christ.” 





To the teacher the book says: 


“To believe in Jesus Christ is not 
only to believe that he is the Christ, 
the Son of the living God, but to be- 
lieve that he has shown us the way we 
must live in all our relationships. If 
you can get Pioneers to see that be- 
lieving in Jesus Christ means to be- 
lieve that what he said and did are 
true, so true that it means making 
their lives — their attitudes and ac- 
tions — to be like his, then your 
efforts will be well repaid. This les- 
son gives us insight into the way Jesus 
deals with people of other races (the 
Samaritan woman at the well) and of 
despised groups (Zacchaeus).” 





To the student, Pioneer Bible 
Studies has this to say about “What 
It Means to Believe in Jesus Christ’’: 


“If we believe in Jesus Christ, that 
means we believe he was right about 
what he did and what he said. We be- 
lieve him when he says he is the Son 
of God and our Saviour who forgives 
sin. But we also believe he was right 
in what he did, such as the way he 
treated people, and that his way is 
right for us today. 


“In the story of the Samaritan 
woman, do you think that Jesus was 
more concerned about what people 
would think about him for talking 
with a woman of a despised race, or 
about helping the woman to make her 
life right?” 


There are further illustrations, but 
that is the sum and the substance of 
virtually the only lesson Pioneers have 
had or will ever get on “What It 
Means to Believe in Jesus Christ.” 


Having treated of this vital, pre- 
liminary theme, the lessons then move 


THE EDITOR 


on to discuss joining the church. Be- 
low we are reproducing everything 
printed on “Making a Profession of 
Faith”: 





(From the Teacher’s Guide) 


MAKING A PROFESSION 
OF FAITH 


Now guide the group along the fol- 
lowing points: 


How does the minister in the story, 
“Come with Me, We Will Go To- 
gether,” following the guide in such 
a dangerous and difficult climb, ex- 
press the same truth as your declar- 
ing a willingness to follow Christ? 
(See story below.) 


Have pupils read silently “Talk 
with Parents and Minister” and “Talk 
with the Session” in the Pioneer Bible 
Studies. (See below.) 


Before you make your profession of 
faith in public, the session of your 
church (name elders and_ explain 
briefly that they are the elected rep- 
resentatives of the congregation and 
compose the governing body of the 
church) has the duty of talking with 
you to be sure you are ready for full 
church membership. Then by vote they 
will receive you into the communing 
membership of the church, and if you 
have not been baptized as a baby, they 
will plan for that. Explain carefully 
the procedure followed by your 
church. 


When the session receives you, they 
“admit” you to the Lord’s Supper. 
Those of you who were baptized as 
infants became members of the church 
then, in a limited sense. But you are 
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“admitted to the Lord’s Supper” when 


you make your own profession of 
faith. So we do not speak of those 
who were baptized as infants as “‘join- 
ing the church,” but as becoming 
“communing members” of the church. 
We are going to talk about Baptism 
and the Lord’s Supper more fully on 
May 7, but we needed to mention 
them briefly here. 


Now have pupils read the paragraph 
in “Pioneer Bible Studies”, “Publicly 
Received as Communing Members.” 
(See below.) 


(From Pioneer Bible Studies) 


THE DESIRE TO FOLLOW CHRIST, 


The very first step that takes place 
in a person who becomes a church 
member is the desire to follow Christ. 
Of course, we desire to follow Christ 
because we believe in him; we believe 
that he is what he said he was, the 
Son of God, our Saviour. We believe 
he is able to forgive our sins, and that 
there is no other way they can be for- 
given. We believe also that he has 
shown and still shows us how we ought 
to live. We could not desire to follow 
kim if we did not trust him and be- 
lieve in him. This desire is implanted 
in our hearts by the Holy Spirit, for 
he is the one who works in us and 
causes us to believe in Christ. The 
Holy Spirit may work through our 
parents, friends, church school teacher, 
vesper adviser, or our. minister; 
through church services, Pioneer 
camp experiences, or through all of 
these together to plant in our hearts 
this desire to follow Christ. But if it 


‘Write Our Epitaph’ 


In these days of molluscous liberal- 
ism, of self-satisfied complacency, if 
we emphasize little the old familiar 
notes of Calvary, of hell, of sin, and 
take up the merely tender note of 
humanitarian philosophy, we sound 
our death knell, dig our grave, write 
our epitaph. — Robert G. Lee, BEDS 
OF PEARLS. 


is there, then we can be sure of this, 
that God has put it there, and that 


it is based on a faith and trust in 
Christ. 
STORY — “COME WITH ME. WE 


WILL GO TOGETHER.” 


(The story is about a mountain 
climbing experience. The entire story 
is too long to print here. It tells of a 
minister who visited the Alps and de- 
cided to climb to the top of a moun- 
tain. It was a long, steep and diffi- 
cult climb, but he had a guide who 
took a large rope and fastened one 
end of it around his own waist and 
then fastened it around the waists of 
the other climbers. Because the party 
was fastened together and fastened to 
the guide, they made the top safely.) 


TALK WITH PARENTS AND MIN. 
ISTER. 


When there is the desire in our 
hearts to follow Christ, then the next 
step in becoming a church member 
should be a talk with our parents. 
They should be the very first to know 
that we want to follow Christ and 





production of the curriculum. 


cations. 
Institute publications. 





Curriculum Book Printing Supervisor Named 


RICHMOND, Va. — To supervise the printing of materials for its forth- 
coming Covenant Life Curriculum, the Presbyterian Board of Christian 
Education has appointed Gary G. Gore. He comes to the Richmond position 
in July from being publication director at the University of Wisconsin. 


The new curriculum, scheduled for introduction in 1964, will rely largely 
upon a series of paperback books rather than the dated (quarterly) 
periodicals, leaflets, and pamphlets presently used. Gore will act as liaison 
between the board and commercial printers in supervising printing specifi- 
cations, contracts, schedules, etc. in the production of these books. The 
board is devoting $1,250,000 to the further development, writing, and 


Presently, Gore directs the University of Wisconsin’s production of 
books, magazines, correspondence courses, brochures, and other publi- 
This department also produces all United States Armed Forces 
Gore was previously production manager for the 
Muscle Shoals Morning Sun in Alabama. He holds a B.S. in industrial 
education from Stout State College (Wis.). 








become full communing members of 
the church. Most parents will be very 
happy to know that you want to take 
this important step. Your minister 
should be the next one to know. Per- 
haps you have already talked with 
him, but if not, be sure to do it. He 
may want you to attend a class for 
instruction before you actually make 
your public profession. This is one of 
the most important steps you will ever 
take, so it is well to learn all you can 
about it first. 


TALK WITH THE SESSION. 


Then, when your minister thinks 
you are ready for it, you will meet 
with the session of the church. The 
minister presides at session meetings, 
and with the elders will help you to 
express your sincerity and _ under- 
standing of what it means to become 
a full communing member of the 
church. 


PUBLICLY RECEIVED AS COM. 
MUNING MEMBERS. 


Usually the next step in becoming 
a church member is to be publicly re- 
ceived as a communing member. This 
is ordinarily done on Sunday morn- 
ing at the worship service so that as 
many as possible of the congregation 
can be present to see and know of 
your decision to follow Christ. It is 
then that you become keenly aware 
of the great body of believers to 
which you belong. You are not alone 
on the high, hard road. You have 
Christ as your Friend and Guide, and 
you have the love and interest of all 
his followers to lend you strength. 


And that is ALL there is on that 
subject. 


Nowhere in this crucial unit on 
the central theme of Christianity 
could we find the Gospel: ‘That 
Jesus Christ died for our sins ac- 
cording to the Scriptures — was 
raised from the dead for our justi- 
fication.” 


Nowhere, explicit or implied, could 
we find the themes of John 3. For- 
giveness of sins in Christ was men- 
tioned (see above) but the teacher 
was explicitly warned against empha- 
sizing the subject of sin with Pioneers. 
Nothing was said about being lost 
without Christ. A commitment to 
Christ was mentioned, but by “com- 
mitment” it was evidently meant 
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“wanting to follow’ Him, and “be 


like” Him. 


In the lesson on making a profes- 
sion of faith, there was no word on 
the substance of that profession, or 
on the sense of the questions which 
are required by the Constitution of 
the Church. (It will cast these lessons 
in their proper light if you will read 
these questions as they appear in Par. 
962 of the Book of Church Order.) 


But it is not our purpose here to 
enter into a debate on the merits or 
demerits of this particular unit. We 
have printed the material only because 
we believe that too many elders, too 
many ministers, even, have never sat 
down and actually read for themselves 
the literature which is turning out 
Presbyterians of the spiritual caliber 
we have in the churches today. 


Our aim is particularly to make this 
point: Some of you reading these 
words will consider the material you 
have read spiritually adequate. And 
you have nothing but praise for the 
spiritual caliber of Presbyterians to- 
day. Others will be horrified by the 
vacuuous waste of space and effort. 


Some will be entirely satisfied with 
what you have seen. Others will won- 
der how anyone holding such a view 
of Christian experience can expect 
Pioneers to speak seriously of Jesus 
Christ. 


Now. 


It isn’t likely that those who would 
praise the lessons could persuade those 
who would deplore them. 




















“Do you suppose it’s plugged u 
somewhere?” ” a ‘ 


Editorial Comment Following Last Week’s Story— 


Assembly (UPUSA) Sidelights 


There are differences in the way the 
US Assembly and the UPUSA Assem- 
bly conduct their business. 


In the US Assembly, the Standing 
Committee Chairmen read the reports 
of their committees, which are then 
debated (and decided) by the Assem- 
bly. And the Stated Clerk functions as 
a parliamentarian. All commissioners 
are members of committees. 


In the UPUSA Assembly, the Stand- 
ing Committee Chairmen often use 
their position to press for the adop- 





It isn’t likely that those who hunger 
for better material will convince those 
who like the lessons the way they are 
that better material could be pro- 
duced. 


It all depends on the point of view; 
on what one thinks Christianity is; on 
what one believes Pioneers need. The 
problem can be illustrated by color 
blindness: you don’t denounce a per- 
son because he can’t tell the difference 
between red and green. That’s the 
way he sees it. So, too, in Christian 
Education. 


We would add this word: How- 
ever many millions are spent on 
curriculum improvement, if the 
same author writes the new unit 
on “Making a Profession of Faith’; 
and (which is probably more im- 
portant) if the same editor edits 
the new unit on “Making a Profes- 
sion of Faith,” the chances are that 
Pioneers will learn no more of 
Christianity than they are learn- 
ing now. 


On the other hand it is quite pos- 
sible that the new material will have 
a somewhat different flavor if the 
writer and the editor are given to 
know that the Church really wishes a 
different flavor. 


Now is the time to act, individually 
and through your session, for the writ- 
ers and the editors are just now sit- 
ting down to turn out the literature 
which will determine, not just next 


(Cont. on p. 12, col. 3) 


tion of those matters they consider 
important; and against floor debate 
which might upset the adoption of 
legislation considered important. And 
the Stated Clerk acts as a party 
“whip,” settling the merit of various 
issues with a positive “last word” on 
the subject. The ordinary commis- 
sioner has very little to do with the 
way anything goes outside his com- 
mittee meeting (and he may not be 
a member of a committee). 


The word “Reformed” came into a 
new definition. 


As most Presbyterians know, “Re- 
formed” has had a technical meaning, 
exchangeable with “Calvinistic.”” The 
“Reformed” body of Churches is 
recognized the world around as those 
Churches taking their theology from 
John Calvin’s interpretation of the 
Bible. Lutherans do not call them- 
selves “Reformed” and would correct 
anyone calling them “Reformed,” al- 
though their Church was born in the 
same Reformation. 


Now the Presbyterian Office of In- 
formation says that the resolution 
adopted by the Assembly putting into 
effect the “Blake-Pike” plan of Church 
union uses the word “Reformed” to 
mean the following: “Those Churches 
that traditionally have found their 
authority for faith and life under the 
Word (Jesus Christ) in the Scriptures 
. . . through the Protestant Reforma- 
tion and are committed to the concept 
that God is continually reforming the 
Church.” 


Aside from the fact that “Justifica- 
tion by faith alone” is missing, as is 
“the priesthood of all believers,” the 
definition is patently a fabrication. 
The Presbyterian Office of Informa- 
tion goes on to define “evangelical” 
in much the same language, this time 
with proper justification. But the defi- 
nition of “Reformed” put out by the 
Presbyterian Office of Information is 
NOT what is meant by “Reformed.” 
Most especially, “Reformed” does NOT 


(Cont. on p. 12, col. 1) 


PAGE 9 / THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / JUNE 21, 1961 


Pee eer Peer Peed 











DITORIALS 


Re- Appraisal Of Cooperation Needed 


Now that the UPUSA (Northern 
Presbyterian) General Assembly has 
officially set in motion the “Blake- 
Pike” plan of Church union, under 
which Presbyterians, Methodists, Epis- 
copalians, Congregationalists, Evan- 
gelical and Reformed, Disciples and 
others will explore merger possibili- 
ties, it seems to us that the time has 
come to re-evaluate the implications 
of those cooperative enterprises which 
the US Church is now undertaking 
with the UPUSA Church: from Stu- 
dent Work to the joint ownership of 
institutions. 


The Dallas General Assembly of the 
US Church implied that this denomi- 
nation does not desire entangling alli- 
ances with Churches whose future as 
Presbyterian or Reformed bodies may 
seriously be in doubt. 


If the UPUSA Church is officially 
about to depart from the Reformed 
family of Churches, then a careful 
appraisal is in order of all invita- 
tions to joint endeavor. 


In one action, the recent UPUSA 
Assembly indicated its “readiness to 
respond to (the US Church’s) invita- 
tion to discuss reunion.”” The US 
Church has issued no such invitation. 


In another action, the UPUSA As- 
sembly authorized its representatives 
“to work with a similar group from 
the US Church to prepare a selection 
of hymns and other musical elements 
of worship to be published around 
1970.” The US Church set up no such 
committee and has shown no inclina- 
tion to give official status to the in- 
formal group from the Board of 
Education now collaborating with the 
UPUSA Committee on their own Di- 
rectory of Worship. It is widely be- 
lieved that the UPUSA authorization 
of a new hymnal at the recent Assem- 
bly was due to the fact that elements 
in the Church have been dissatisfied 
with the standards set by the new 
Hymnbook. (Frankly we are unable 
to see how the Hymnbook could be 
made any heavier or any more formal 
than it now is!) 


We believe that the US Church 
should continue to keep in touch and 
cooperate with Presbyterians of other 
denominations. But the time may have 
come to acknowledge that this desire 
to cooperate, in some cases, may now 
require a shift in objective from the 
official denomination to those contin- 
uing representatives of Presbyterian- 
ism within the denomination. 


The UPUSA Assembly action would 
also seem to call for a re-appraisal of 
the policy of certain presbyteries, 
synods and other groups holding joint 
meetings, joint assemblies, etc. — that 
is, if the action of the US Assembly is 
to be taken seriously: “. . . constitu- 
tional provisions governing the Pres- 
byterian Church, US, forbid its en- 
trance into negotiations of any plan 
of organic union with denominations 
not conforming to the doctrine and 
order of our Presbyterian heritage” 
(Inter-Church Relations report). 

Last, but not least, vreliminary 
thinking must be done respecting the 
future of institutions now jointly own- 
ed. There will certainly be no reason 
to continue joint ownership of a col- 
lege, for instance, if the other half of 
the partnership consists of Disciples, 
Congregationalists, Evangelical and 
Reformed, Methodists and _ Episco- 
palians, with an occasional former 
Presbyterian. 





*,.. Rejoiceth Not 
In Iniquity .. .’ 


Recently there was _ nation-wide 
coverage of a story that testimony 
had been given in the tax-evasion trial 
of Mickey Cohen in Los Angeles to 
the effect that evangelist Billy Gra- 
ham had offered Cohen $10,000 to at- 
tend one of his meetings and $25,000 
if he would profess conversion. 


A number of newspapers picked up 
the story and gave it prominence, de- 
spite its unlikely ring. When Mrs. 
Eleanor Chuchin, the person making 
the original allegation, was cross-ex- 





amined in federal court, she acknowl. 
edged that the statement was a “fab. 
rication” and that she had “invented 
the story” as a “publicity stunt.” 


We have searched the papers for 
published accounts of the retraction, 
Thus far we do not know that it has 
appeared in any but the Los Angeles 
Herald & Express. 





Possible! ! 


F. W. Boreham, in his essay, “The 
Passing of the Impossible’, written 
nearly sixty years ago, says: “Is the 
immediate conquest of the world pos- , 
sible? The question is ridiculous. The 
world contains millions of Christians. 
But the task does not need millions, 
Millions ought to be able to evangelize 
the entire universe. Fifty men of the 
stamp of Paul and Xavier and Wesley 
could make Christ known to every liv- 
ing soul on the face of the earth in 
twenty years.” 


Admitting that this may be an over- 
statement the fact remains that our 
Lord commanded us to evangelize the 
world and He never requires of us that 
which is impossible. That which is re- 
guired is the laying hold of the divine 
resources by which we become the 
channels of His power. 


To that end we should pray con- 
stantly and earnestly for all of our 
missionaries, that they may be filled 
with the Holy Spirit. The power of 
God is greater than the obstacles which 
must be faced. Opposition, even to 
martyrdom, may again be witnessed 
within the world missions enterprise. 
Programs and procedures may have to 
be revised. But the message will al- 
ways be the same. To change or 
modify the Gospel is to destroy the 
heart of the world-wide witness of the 
Church. 


That which God requires of us is 
faithfulness and obedience. He will 
supply the power and He will give the 
victory. 

—L. N. B. 





Controversy Now Over? 


At last the controversy over the 
film, “Operation Abolition” can be 
considered as having come to an end. 


The film, which tells the story of 
student riots in San Francisco a year 
ago, had been criticized for errors, 
including scenes shown out of se- 
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quence. The errors have now been 


corrected. 


One particular sequence showing 
Harry Bridges in the wrong place at 
the wrong time has been changed to 
place the west-coast leader where he 
belongs in the narration. Another 
scene has been edited and still another 
taken out to avoid the last vestige of 
misunderstanding. 


So now we can expect the National 
Council of Churches, “a bulwark 
against Communism” (according to 
the report of our representatives), to 
throw the weight of its endorsement 
behind the film. 


Or can we? 





My Word 
Endureth Forever 


Greatness is sometimes the ability 
to follow as well as to lead. Not al- 
ways is the newest idea the best, or 
the freshest approach the wisest. A 
man who is humble enough to plan 
for the future in the light of the great 
lessons from the past, is much more 
likely to succeed than one who is de- 
termined to be “different”? and walk 
alone, accepting guidance and coun- 
sel from no one. 


A well-digger will search for water 
in places where water has been found 
in the past and so it is with seekers 
of wealth of whatever nature, whether 
material or spiritual. 


So many of our generation are 
tempted to despise the “Faith of the 
Fathers,” simply because it is rooted 
deep in the past. But we will success- 
fully meet this life and the next, only 
as we turn with eagerness to the testi- 
mony of those who have already “trod 
these rocky paths” and find power in 
the testimony of those who speak from 
a vital experience of the Lord from 
the Word of God. “Be new,” “be 
modern,” “be different,” never apply 
to the basic issues of human existence 


or the never-changing basic needs of 
man, 





The unionism which God’s Word 
forbids we shall avoid. The present 
day ecumenical movements with their 
shocking compromises of Biblical doc- 
trine we shall continue to oppose with 
the Word of: God. — Dr. John W. 
Behnken, President, Lutheran Church, 
Missouri Synod. 


A Layman And His Church 


Dr. L. Nelson Bell 





REMEMBER SODOM! 


Within the space of two days the 
writer was told of the precocious sex 
activities of children in two widely 
separated sections, and at the same 
time of the uninhibited sex behavior 
of some teen-agers in drive-in thea- 
tres, all of which reminded one of 
Sodom and Gomorrah. 


That these young people are but a 
reflection of their elders creates for 
our nation a problem —the problem 
of God’s certain judgment on the sex 
obsession we have permitted and only 
too often fostered, an obsession which 
pervades almost every phase of Amer- 
ican life today. 


Early in May the National Council 
of Churches, along with the Canadian 
Council of Churches, sponsored a con- 
ference on Church and Family. The 
meeting was held at Green Lake, Wis. 


That the Church needs to be con- 
cerned because of the break-down in 
moral concepts goes without saying. 
That which is disturbing is that some 
in the Church no longer look upon the 
Biblical concept of morality as valid. 
The meeting referred to above was 
told that the Church should “develop 
a positive Christian ethic on sexual 
behavior which will be relevant to our 
culture.” 


Such a suggestion needs a hard 
second look for there is a grave dan- 
ger that the “relevance” of the pro- 
posal shall be a compromise without 
Seriptual sanction so that “our cul- 
ture” dictates moral concepts rather 
than the divine revelation. 





Since Christ made a sacrifice on 
the cross once for all, Christians 
have no other “altar.’”” Wherefore 
the Reformed Church, as also the 
Church of the first centuries, does 
not recognize an altar in the house 
of the Lord. The Reformed Church 
makes use of a table for the cele- 
bration of the Lord’s Supper, which 
Christ also instituted and celebrated 
with His disciples, not at an altar, 
but at a table. — Otto Thelemann. 











We are becoming very suspicious 
of any and all movements which call 
for re-evaluation in the light of cur- 
rent situations. We believe that the 
Bible has laid down principles on sex 
which are valid today, as always and 
we believe every attempt to “rethink” 
these principles in any way which is 
contrary to the clear teaching of 
Seripture is an affront to God and a 
menace to society. 


That which America needs is not an 
adapting of the Gospel to our current 
sins. What we need is the confronting 
of our sins by the clear statement — 
“Thus saith the Lord.” This will bring 
sorrow, fear, resentment and out- 
raged opposition by that element in 
theological liberalism which denies 
the finality of the divine revelation, 
but it will also bring conviction of sin, 
sorrow for sin and repentence for sin 
in many places where it is desperately 
needed today. 


The judgment of God on America— 
very probably at the hands of a mili- 
tant Communism — would seem cer- 
tain because of that which we now 
countenance on every hand. 


To get this down to a very prac- 
tical level — we would suggest that 
our own churches, through the pastors 
and responsible leaders, take a new 
look at the freedoms now indulged in 
by our own young people in their 
gatherings on Sunday night and in 
their meetings held in camps and con- 
ference centers across our Church this 
summer. 


This will require a clear-sighted 
look, some stern discipline, some frank 
talks and discussions, and an approach 
too few of us have been willing to take 
because of the general trends of our 
times. 


If we cannot begin to clean up the 
moral mess in which we find ourselves, 
and to set renewed standards based on 
God’s Word within the Church, what 
hope is there for the nation asa 
whole? Sodom had far less chance to 
know the right than America. Surely 
the judgment of God must stand very 
close to this generation. 
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UPUSA—tfrom p. 9 


mean “never the same” or “constantly 
changing.” From Geneva to Sydney, 
Reformed Christians are likely to re- 
sent this use of the word by the Blake 
planners. 


When the negotiators come before 
the various denominations with their 
plan for a “Catholic and Reformed 
Church,” those who truly believe in 
the Reformed theology according to 
the Gospel will probably have to seek 
spiritual fellowship elsewhere, if the 
definition of the Presbyterian Office 
of Information is followed as the work- 
ing basis of agreement. 





Dr. Robert J. McCracken, of the 
Riverside Church, New York, echoed 
a frequent theme in the Assembly 
when he said that “our unity in essen- 
tials is such that we should no longer 
tolerate purely factious divisions.” 
Most people in the churches “are more 
concerned that their children should 
become Christians than that they 
should become Presbyterians or Epis- 
copalians or Baptists or Methodists,” 
he continued. 


This innuendo, more than anything 
else, will probably confuse people in 
the days ahead. Most people are in- 
deed interested in a Christian testi- 
mony above everything else. And most 


people are disturbed about the dimin- 
ishing Christian testimony within the 
denominations. But the root of today’s 
faltering testimony is not the separa- 
tion between denominations. And the 
way to make our un-Christian Churches 
into Christian Churches is not to dump 
them all into the same pot. There is 
every reason to believe that the amal- 
gamation which is being proposed will 
be notably less Christian than any of 
the denominations separately. 





For the first time in a long while, 
the Assembly faced strong opposition 
to the National Council of Churches 
in the form of overtures from two 
presbyteries. The overtures were par- 
ticularly directed to the social pro- 
nouncements of the NCC (medical 
care under Social Security), but the 
fact remains that opposition to the 
NCC is reaching the UPUSA Assem- 
bly in the form of presbytery over- 
tures. This opposition simply reflects 
growing dissatisfaction everywhere. 
It is quite likely that resolutions de- 
signed to check the overweening pre- 
tentions of the National Council will 
henceforth stand a better chance in 
all of the denominational assemblies 
than heretofore. 


In the matter of the “Blake-Pike”’ 
plan of Church union, the leaders of 





THE READERS ASK 


(Address your questions to “The Readers Ask,” c/o the JOURNAL) 


Q. What does the word “liberal” 
mean? I have heard it used dispar- 
agingly with reference to ministers 
and churches. 


A. The basic meaning of the word 
“liberal,” used in a religious or po- 
litical sense, most accurately contrasts 
with the meaning of “established.” A 
“liberal” attitude is basically an “open- 
minded” or “un-fixed” attitude. 


For example: the newspapers have 
recently been filled with stories of 
sports scandals, of basketball players 
who received bribes to lose games or 
reduce scores. Now a “liberal” atti- 
tude toward such misbehavior would 
take a tolerant or broadminded view, 
finding some justification for what was 
done, perhaps on the grounds that 
morals are not always “black” or 
“white,” but often “gray.’”? The boys 
may have been wrong — but on the 
other hand they may have had their 
reasons — the liberal would say. 


Religiously, the “liberal’’ viewpoint 
is the “tolerant” viewpoint respecting 
doctrine: a broadminded view of the 
deity of Christ, for instance: He may 
have been divine or He may not. The 
“liberal” view of the Virgin Birth 
takes an essentially non-dogmatic view 
of the Virgin Birth: Christ may have 
been born of a virgin or He may not. 


The point is that in matters where 
one’s convictions determine the stand 
one takes, the “liberal”? attitude takes 
no stand to speak of. But open-mind- 
edness in matters of religious convic- 
tion inevitably leads to a denial of the 
truths about which one is open-mind- 
ed. If Christ may or may not have 
been born of a virgin, the chances are 
He wasn’t. So the liberal inevitably 
ends up disbelieving. ‘ 


An effective religious faith is never 
built upon compromise, only upon con- 
viction. This is why “liberalism” never 
produces vital religious faith. 


the Church approached this assembly 
with great confidence. The resolution 
placing the plan in effect, and naming 
the nine man committee under Dr. 
James I. McCord, chairman, was pre- 
pared in the Presbyterian Office of 
Information “for release May 12,” 
nearly a week before the Assembly 
convened. 





There seemed to be signs of a trend 
against organizational “bigness” and 
the spending of large sums of money 
for luxury programs. The Assembly 
postponed action underwriting the 
plans for a National Cathedral in 
Washington, after hearing strong ob- 
jections against erecting a symbol of 
status. And it heard speakers urging 
the Church to “stop pouring money 
into new elaborate suburban sanctu- 
aries, religious educational buildings 
and church gymnasiums.” Said Dr. 
Ralph H. Straetz of New York Uni- 
versity, “Don’t sell one more urban 
Presbyterian edifice!’ 





In another action the Assembly 
made a new appraisal of the “mod- 
erate drinker,” taking a position less 
rigid than that of total abstinence. 
Reaffirming the principle of “volun- 
tary abstinence,” the Assembly’s ac- 
tion recognizes that “there are many 
persons in our churches who in hon- 
esty and sincerity choose to drink 
moderately.” The up-coming merger 
negotiations with the Episcopalians 
will no doubt proceed more smoothly 
with that hurdle out of the way. 





CURRICULUM—from p. 9 


year’s lessons, but the whole 
generation of Presbyterians. 


next 


It is a time to encourage, not to 
condemn; to indicate that the 
Church has not abandoned the Re- 
formed faith and the Gospel of our 
Lord Jesus Christ — and does not 
intend to. It is the Church’s $1,- 
250,000 they are spending on this 
new curriculum. You want to be 
able to use it when it appears. 


To this end we would suggest that 
you write letters of encouragement 
to the Board of Education, Box 1176, 
and especially to Dr. Charles E. S. 
Kraemer, Director of the Covenant 
Life Curriculum, indicating what kind 
of literature you need in your own 
program. And if you want the strong- 
est possible evangelical content in the 
new literature, then you should say so. 
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By REV. WICK BROOMALL 


LESSON INTRODUCTION 


The lesson today begins a new quarter and a new series on the sub- 
ject: — “Personalities of the New Testament.” For the most part, 
these personalities could be characterized as “the lesser lights” among 
the men and women of the New Testament. Concerning some of 
them there is very little that we can know. But concerning Mary, 
the woman whose life is the subject of today’s lesson, there is an 
abundance of information given to us in the New Testament. It will 
be our purpose to deal with that information in chronological order 
— and in doing so, as is most needful for the truth of God, we shall 
mention some of the notorious errors that Romanism has “invented” 


concerning Mary. 


1. MARY THE VIRGIN — Objectively (Matt. 
1:18-25) . 


At the very beginning of the New Testament the 
virgin birth of Christ is taught in unmistakable terms. 
Matthew’s account considers this fact objectively — 
that is, apart from Mary herself. Three facts are pre- 
sented in the passage now under consideration that 
prove Mary’s virginity at the time of Christ’s birth: 


1. The phenomenon explained to Joseph (1:18-21). 
Joseph, now the legal husband of Mary by betrothal 
(according to Jewish custom) , was rightfully disturbed 
at signs of her pregnancy. Believing her to be unfaith- 
ful. he was ready, with reluctance, to divorce her as his 
wife. But “an angel of the Lord” appeared to Joseph 
and informed him: “that which is conceived in her is 
of the Holy Spirit” (1:20, American Version). This 
angel also told Joseph to name the anticipated child 
JESUS; “for it is he that shall save his people from 
their sins” (1:21, American Version) . 


2. The prophecy fulfilled (1:22f). Here Matthew 
quotes Isaiah 7:14 as now fulfilled in Mary’s virginity. 
Some modern scholars have tried to tell us that 
Matthew, searching around in the Old Testament for 
some verse that would exalt the Jesus now being “glori- 
fied and deified” after his death, “naively” found the 
word “virgin” (parthenos) in the Greek translation 
(the Septuagint or LXX) of the Old Testament in this 
Isaiah passage: thus (so we are told) arose the idea of 
“the Virgin Birth.” These scholars (1) refuse to accept 
the Hebrew word in Isaiah 7:14 as meaning “virgin”; 
(2) believe that the Septuagint translators of Isaiah 
7:14 used the wrong word; (3) suppose that Matthew 
uncritically and “naively” quoted “virgin” when the 
Old Testament didn’t mean “virgin” at all. But, in 
Opposition to all this unbelieving criticism, two things 
can be affirmed: (1) Isaiah 7:14 definitely declares 
that a “virgin” shall give birth to the Messiah; (2) 
Matthew, by divine inspiration, properly and truthfully 
cited Isaiah 7:14 as now fulfilled in the birth of Christ. 


3. The prohibition observed (1:24f). Here is the 
third proof that Matthew boldly gives for Mary’s vir- 


Lesson for July 2, 1961 

Bible Material: Matthew 1:18-25; 12: 
46-50; Luke 1:26—2:52; John 2:1-10; 
19:25-27; Acts 1:14 

Devotional Reading: Psalms 118:21-29 


Memory Selection: Luke 1:45-48 





ginity: Joseph “knew her not till she had brought forth 
a son” (1:25). This passage plainly states that Joseph 
and Mary did not consummate their marriage until 
after the birth of Jesus Christ. In short, Matthew tells 
us in this chapter that Mary, betrothed to Joseph as his 
legal wife, was a virgin at the time that our Lord was 
conceived in her womb by the Holy Spirit. The virgin 
birth of our Lord could hardly be stated in plainer or 
simpler language. 


Il. MARY THE VIRGIN — Subjectively (Luke 
1:26-38) . 


Here we have Doctor Luke’s full and graphic account 
of the Virgin Birth — largely from Mary’s own stand- 
point. We thus call this a subjective description. 


1. Luke calls Mary a virgin (1:26f). Twice in one 
verse the term “virgin” is applied to her. 


2. Mary calls herself a virgin (1:34). Mary does 
not actually use the word “virgin,” but the language 
she uses conveys the sense: “How shall this be, seeing 
I know not a man?” (1:34, American Version). To 
“know not a man” simply meant that she had never 
had sexual relations with a man. The RSV has notori- 
ously mistranslated this verse, making Mary say the 
same thing that the prostitute at the well said (John 
4:17). The word “know” and “have” are as different 
from one another in Greek as they are in English. 


3. The angel Gabriel speaks to Mary as to a virgin 
(1:30-38) . Gabriel announces two things to Mary: (1) 
what her Son shall do — rule on the throne of David 
for ever; (2) What He shall be — “the Son of the 
Most High.” Then Gabriel informs Mary regarding 
the nature of His conception in her womb — entirely 
and absolutely by the instrumentality of the Holy 
Spirit (1:35). The virgin birth of our Lord could not 
have been put in simpler or plainer language than that 
which we find in Matthew and in Luke. 


Ill. MARY’S PREGNANCY (Luke 1:39-80). 


Here we have (1) Mary’s visit to Elizabeth (1:39- 
15); (2) the Magnificat (1:46-56); (3) the birth of 
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John the Baptist (1:57-66); and (4) the Benedictus 
(1:67-80) . 


The following things will bring to our minds the 
part Mary had in these transactions: 


1. Her submission to God’s will (1:38). Gabriel 
had announced to her the part she would take in God’s 
plan; she humbly submits (“be it unto me according 
to thy word” — 1:38). 


2. Her secret revealed (1:39-45). Mary went to see 
Elizabeth, her cousin and the mother-to-be of John the 
Baptist. Immediately, by a movement within her and 
by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, Elizabeth knew 
that the mother of her Lord had come into her pres- 
ence (1:41, 43). 


3. Her song of adoration (1:46-55). This hymn of 
praise is notable for several reasons: (1) its likeness to 
a similar song by Hannah (I Sam. 2:1-10); (2) its ex- 
pression of faith (1:47f); (3) its recognition of the 
fulfillment of God’s promises (1:50, 54f); (4) its note 
of triumphant joy (1:51-53). 


IV. MARY, THE MOTHER OF JESUS (Luke 
9: 1-52). 


This section may be divided thus: (1) the birth of 
Jesus (2:17); (2) the shepherd’s visit (2:8-20); (3) 
the naming and presentation of Jesus (2:21-24); (4) 
the salutations of Simeon and Anna (2:25-39); (5) the 
childhood of Jesus (2:41-52). 


V. MARY AND HER SON’S MISSION 


(John 
2:1-10). 





LITERATURE ON 
PRESBYTERIANISM 


A $5 BARGAIN 


Here's an offer designed to promote a better 
understanding of Presbyterianism and its heri- 
tage in this centennial year of the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S. These five publications (from 
among the finest in Reformed literature) are of- 
fered for just $5. If bought separately they would 
cost $8.15. Order one or more sets today. 


WHAT PRESBYTERIANS BELIEVE by Gordon 
Clark, regularly $2. 


PREDESTINATION by Loraine Boettner, regu- 
larly $4.50. 

THE CREED OF PRESBYTERIANS by Egbert W. 
Smith, regularly $1.25. 


THE CHRISTIAN FAITH ACCORDING TO THE 
SHORTER CATECHISM by William Childs 
Robinson, regularly $.25. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, including articles 
by Gregg Singer, G. Aiken Taylor, E. C. Scott, 
and B. Hoyt Evans, regularly $.15. 


Order From 


THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 














This story could be looked at from several view- 
points: (1) as an unusual miracle (turning the water 
into wine); (2) as an unexpected blessing (Christ’s 
prescence at a wedding); and (3) as a decisive state- 
ment concerning Christ’s relationship to His mother, 

Undoubtedly, without debating the other matters, 
this incident shows unmistakably that Christ, having 
already begun His mission (John 1:29-34) , is now mak- 
ing it very clear that His authority is not to be placed 
beneath the authority of His mother. There are three 
things that support this statement: (1) the use of 
“woman” (2:4) instead of “mother”; (2) the reference 
to “mine hour” (2:4; cf. 7:6, 8, 30; 8:20), which shows 
that Christ’s great “hour” must be under His own con- 
trol; (3) the submission of Mary to her Son’s absolute 
authority (“Whatsoever he saith unto you, do it”—2:5) 


VI. MARY AND HER OTHER CHILDREN 
(Matt. 12:46-50) . 


The Roman Catholic Church teaches three grievous 
errors regarding Mary: (1) her “immaculate concep- 
tion” (that she, like Christ, was born without a sinful 
nature); (2) her “perpetual virginity” (that she re- 
mained a virgin after Christ’s birth; (3) her “assump- 
tion to heaven” (a dogma proclaimed in 1950, teach- 
ing that Mary was taken bodily to heaven at death). 
All these errors make up and support what is called 
“Mariolatry” (the worship of the Virgin Mary) . 


Space does not allow us to refute all these errors. 
But Mary’s “perpetual virginity” is surely unsupported 
by the New Testament. Note these facts: (1) The 
“brothers” and “sisters” of Christ are mentioned re- 
peatedly as belonging to the household of Joseph and 
Marv (Matt. 13:55f; Mark 6:3; John 2:12). The use of 
“brothers” in these passages must be taken in its natural 
meaning — not twisted, as Rome does, into cousins or 
step-brothers. (2) These brothers did not believe in 
Christ during His ministry (John 7:5). On one occa- 
sion Christ deliberately contrasts His physical brothers 
with His spiritual “brothers” (His own disciples). 
Matt. 12:46-50. (3) The use of “came together” (Matt. 
1:18), “till” (Matt. 1:25) and “first-born” (Luke 2:7) 
all imply, if they do not actually state, that Joseph and 
Mary had normal marriage relations after the birth of 


Jesus. 


VII. MARY 
19:25-27) . 


AND HER DYING SON (John 


These words from the Cross tell how Christ made 
provision for His mother, who was standing nearby. 
The sword that Simeon spoke of thirty years before 
(Luke 2:35) is now piercing the mother’s heart. The 
beloved John takes Mary to his home. 


VIII. MARY AND HER FAMILY SPIRITUAL- 
LY UNITED (Acts 1:14). 


This verse, the last definite reference to Mary in the 
New Testament, presents the entire family of Jesus as 
believers who are waiting for the coming of the Holy 
Spirit. The evidence of the resurrection and the per- 
sonal appearance to James, the oldest of the six broth- 
ers (I Cor. 15:7), undoubtedly transformed these 
brothers into real believers. Two of Mary’s sons — 
James and Jude — became prominent leaders (Acts 
12:17; 15:13; Gal. 1:19); they wrote the epistles that 
bear their names. 
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Youth Pro 


By REV. B. HOYT EVANS 
FOR JULY 2, 1961: THE WORK OF THE MINISTRY 


Scripture—Ephesians 4:1-16 and Romans 10:8-15 


Suggested Hymns— 
“Heralds of Christ Who Bear the King’s Commands” 
“Rescue the -Perishing” 
“Lord, Speak to Me that I May Speak” 


PROGRAM LEADER’S INTRODUCTION: Our 
Presbyterian Church is faced with a serious crisis. The 
supply of ordained ministers is diminishing. The num- 
ber of men ordained to the ministry in 1960 was 
smaller than in any year since 1955. The number of 
candidates for the ministry on the rolls of the presby- 
teries was smaller in 1960 than in any year since 1951. 
We have more than 200 fewer candidates now than we 
did five years ago. We are building new churches every 
year, and many of our churches are growing to the size 
where they need more than one minister. It is esti- 
mated that 1000 of our churches are without the serv- 
ices of a regularly ordained and installed minister. It 
is true that many of these churches have very small 
memberships, but still there are some 100,000 Southern 
Presbyterians who do not have a regular minister. 


The need for Christian teachers, musicians, and Di- 
rectors of Christian Education is great, but ordained 
ministers are absolutely essential. Our Chirch has had 
a hundred years of rich service and steady growth, but 
the growth cannot continue unless we have ministers 
to serve the churches. It is especially important that 
young people consider this crisis, because it must be 
met by young people, if it is met at all. What can we do? 


FIRST SPEAKER: The very first thing we can do 
is to give serious consideration to the problem. We will 
be moving in the right direction when we are aware of 
the crisis and are concerned about it. We should have 
accomplished this much already just by having heard 
the information given to us by the Program Leader. 
If we are troubled by what we have heard about the 
great need of the Church for ministers, we have taken 
the first important step. 


I suppose most of us would agree that the Church 
needs ministers, but why? Why do we need the Church 
in the first place? We need the Church and the Church 
needs ministers because the world needs Christ 
“... There is none other name under heaven given 
among men, whereby we must be saved.” Acts 4:12. 
“... Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord 
shall be saved. How then shall they call on him in 
whom they have not believed? and how shall they be- 
lieve in him of whom they have not heard? and how 
shall they hear without a preacher?” Rom. 10:13, 14. 


Sram 


Great stress is being laid on the need of the world for 
brilliant and well-trained scientists. There is no ques- 
tion about the need for scientific advancement, but that 
is not the most fundamental need. “For what is a man 
profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his 
own soul or what shall a man give in exchange for his 
soul?” Matt. 16:26. The world needs Christ and His 
salvation more than anything else, and it is the respon- 
sibility of the Church and her ministers to make Him 
known. We need to look on the Gospel ministry in 
the light of the world’s need for Christ. 


SECOND SPEAKER: We young people ought also 
to give consideration to the qualifications for the min- 
istry. The first qualification, of course, is a call from 
God. Having said this, we must recognize that God 
often uses a great number of factors to make His call 
clear. He often indicates His call to a young person by 
giving him many of the qualities a minister needs. 
Some of these qualities and gifts are: a knowledge and 
understanding of Christian truth, a vital personal ex- 
perience with Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord, a love 
of people with a special concern for their spiritual 
needs, a healthy body, a desire to learn things and to 
communicate them to others, reasonable intellectual 
ability (it takes a considerable amount of this to com- 
plete the college and seminary course required of Pres- 
byterian ministers) , and finally, an ability to get along 
with people. 


Have we, especially the boys, ever taken an honest 
look at our abilities to see if God has given us a num- 
ber of these experiences and qualities which are so 
useful in the ministry? Have we considered that the 
fact of our having these gifts may be an indication from 
God that He wants us to serve Him in His Church? 
If we are going to be strictly honest with God, we must 
face up to these questions. 


THIRD SPEAKER: It is quite obvious that God 
does not call every young man to serve Him in the 
ministry of the Gospel. It is also true that those who 
are not ordained ministers can serve the Lord in very 
acceptable ways. Those who are not in the ministry 
are not to be thought of as inferior Christians. Recog- 
nizing the truth of these things, the crying need for 
ordained ministers still remains. The world desperately 
needs the Gospel of Christ, and specially trained and 
dedicated ministers are needed to proclaim that Gospel 
to the world. 


With these facts in mind, every Christian young per- 
son ought to keep his spiritual ears open to God’s call. 
It is not a sin not to be called, but it is a sin to be 
unwilling to listen. The lines of communication be- 
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tween us and God should always be open. This means 
that we must take an honest look at the need for min- 
isters, that we must make an honest appraisal of God’s 
gifts to us, and that we must honestly pray for God’s 
Sometimes we are given the 
idea that a call to the ministry is a call to great sacri- 
fice. If we would ask those who have received this call 


guidance in our lives. 


Closing Prayer 


und answered it, they would tell us that it is a call to 
high spiritual privilege and deep satisfaction. 


(A very fitting way to conclude this progtam would 
be to have a young person who is preparing for the 
ministry to tell the young people how God called him.) 








TEXAS TWICE REFUSES 
DEATH PENALTY REPORT 


SAN ANTONIO, Texas — For the 
second consecutive year the Synod of 
Texas has refused to adopt a Chris- 
tian Relations Committee report con- 
cluding that capital punishment is 
wrong. The Synod voted, 223 to 199, 
to receive the report as information 
rather than to adopt it. However, the 
court failed to sustain a motion that 
the report be ruled out of order be- 
cause of conflict with the Confession 
of Faith and the Catechisms. (Such a 
ruling was upheld by the 101st Gen- 
eral Assembly in Dallas.) 


Dr. Robert P. Douglass, pastor of 
Preston Hollow church, Dallas, was 
elected moderator, succeeding Andrew 
Edington. Named moderator-nominee 
for the 1962 meeting was Dr. John D. 
Moseley, Austin College president. 


In adopting a special committee’s 
report on the Synod’s performance in 
support of World Missions, the Synod 
agreed with the committee that “the 
Synod of Texas has not adequately 
met the responsibility to World Mis- 
sions that Christ has set before her as 
part of his body on earth.” 


The Synod adopted a benevolence 
budget of $1.58 million for 1962, with 
the $25,265 increase being equally 


THE CHURCH AT HOME 


divided between Synod and Assembly 
causes. A council recommendation 
that past giving to total benevolences 
be a basis for determining each Pres- 
bytery’s portion of the budget was 
turned down. In its report the coun- 
cil noted that Northeast Texas Pres- 
bytery consistently contributes more 
than its share of askings, while the 
other Presbyteries consistently give 
less than 100 per cent. 





ST. ANDREWS ANNOUNCES 
FIRST VARDELL WINNERS 


LAURINBURG, N. C.—Six Vardell 
Scholarships, totaling $9,600, have 
been awarded to members of the 
freshman class at St. Andrews Pres- 
byterian College, which will open for 
the first time in September. Vardell 
Scholarships are the top honor awards 
made at St. Andrews and range from 
$1,200 to $2,400 for the four years 
of college. 


The top award was made to Mar- 
garet Abrams, Newberry, S. C. Other 
winners in order of their standing in 
the competition were: Paul C. Grubbs, 
Jr., Mocksville, N. C., Mary Elizabeth 
Ricks, Roanoke, Va., Janet C. Wooten, 
Statesville, N. C., Betty Anne Davis, 
Kannapolis, N. C., and Michael J. 
Owens, Fuquay Springs, N. C. 








CHARLOTTE, N. C. 








Through your wil... 


you can protect the welfare of your family. 
You can also express your love of your 
Church by helping to extend its program 
throughout the world. Include the Church 
in your will. Can we be of help? 


THE PRESBYTERIAN FOUNDATION, INC. (U.S.) 
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DR. IVAN STAFFORD IS 
NEW MONTREAT OFFICER 


MONTREAT, N. C. — (PN) — Dr. 
Ivan Stafford of Charleston, W. Va., 
has accepted a call to become vice- 
president of the Mountain Retreat 
Association and Montreat-Anderson 
Junior College. Montreat President 
Dr. C. Grier Davis so informed the 
executive committees of the associa- 
tion and the college at their May 
meeting here. 


Dr. Stafford is now professor of 
education and assistant director of 
development for Morris Harvey Col- 
lege. At Montreat he will be in charge 
of development. He was in charge of 
development at Lees-McRae College 
before going to his present position. 
He will assume his duties in Montreat 
in July. 


In other business the two com- 
mittees had presented to them the 
Western North Carolina Planning 
Commission’s proposals for the de- 
velopment of Montreat during the 
next ten years. The offerings received 
in Presbyterian, U.S., congregations 
on Montreat Day, June 4, and on Mon- 
treat Day at Montreat, August 13, are 
designated for the development pro- 
gram. Visitors to Montreat this sum- 
mer will have the opportunity to ex- 
amine the proposed program and make 
suggestions for consideration by the 
Board of Directors August 9. 


Concerning the college, Dr. Davis 
reported $206,500 contributed to- 
ward the permanent assets of the 
school in the last 18 months, and Miss 
Elizabeth Wilson was elected dean of 
women to succeed Miss Evelyn Morris, 
who resigned to return to graduate 
school. 





BIBLE CONFERENCE HELD 


PENSACOLA, Fla. — Fairfield 
church here has concluded its first 
Bible Conference, led by Dr. John 
Hess McComb of Dallas, Texas. 
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s, EVANS BROWN NAMED 
FAMILY EDUCATION HEAD 


RICHMOND, Va. — The Rev. S. 
Evans Brown has been named the 
director of family education for the 
Presbyterian Board of Christian Edu- 
cation. The former Midland, Texas, 
minister succeeds the present co-di- 
rectors: Dr. H. Kerr Taylor, who is 
retiring and moving with Mrs. Taylor 
to Atlanta, Ga., where she will be 
with the Board of Women’s Work. 


A native of Walhalla, S. C., Dr. 
Brown is a graduate of the University 
of South Carolina and holds his B.D., 
Th.M. and Th.D. degrees from Union 
Seminary in Virginia. He was a Navy 
chaplain and served Presbyterian pas- 
torates in Columbia and Port Gibson, 
Mississippi; Danville, Kentucky; An- 
derson, South Carolina; and Corpus 
Christi and Midland, Texas. 





NINE ADDED TO STAFF 
OF DAVIDSON COLLEGE 


DAVIDSON, N. C. — Appointment 
of nine new faculty members was con- 
firmed at the spring meeting of Da- 
vidson College trustees. The new 
teachers are: Dr. Locke White, Jr., 
professor of physics; Dr. Joe O. Em- 
bry, associate professor of French; 
Dr. Carl R. MacCormac, assistant pro- 
fessor of Bible and philosophy; Dr. 
Grier M. Williams, assistant professor 
of music; John G. Holland, Jr., in- 
structor in English; Dr. William D. 
Wubben, associate professor of eco- 
nomics and business administration; 
Dr. Andrei Lobanov-Rostovsky, visit- 
ing professor of history; Lt. Col. Paul 
R. Wheaton, professor of military 
science and tactics; and Dr. Robert 
W. Rieke, visiting professor of his- 
tory. 


The trustees also voted to designate 
the art wing of the John R. Cunning- 
ham Music and Fine Arts Building as 
the James Buchanan Duke Art Gal- 
lery and Studios in recognition of Mr. 
Duke’s provision for the college 
through the Duke Endowment. Also, 
the music library was designated the 
Theodore Presser Music Library in 
recognition of the gifts of the Presser 
Foundation. 





DAVIDSON, N. C. — Sixty tons of 
food is on its way to the Congo be- 
cause of a passing remark made by a 
Visiting missionary in a Davidson Col- 
lege chapel service. Mrs. David Miller, 
wife of a Davidson alumnus who is 
serving at Luluabourg, spoke of the 


low standard of living of the Congo- 
lese and of starvation in the Lulua- 
bourg area. The campus Young Men’s 
Christian Association designated a 
vesper offering, totalling $200, to ship 
surplus food to the station. The money 
was forwarded to the Board of World 
Missions in Nashville, which can send 
400 pounds of commodities for every 
dollar. 





ALUMNI ELECT TRUSTEES 


DAVIDSON, N. C.—Davidson Col- 
lege alumni attending Alumni Day 
elected three of their number to serve 
as trustees of the college. They are: 
Harllee Branch of Atlanta, Ga.; Dr. 
Thomas D. Sparrow of Charlotte, N. 
C.; and Dr. W. Talliaferro Thompson 
of Richmond, Va. Davidson College 
chairs were presented as tokens of 
esteem and appreciation to four re- 
tired faculty members whose combin- 
ed service totals 111 years. Receiving 
the chairs were Dr. Charles Malone 
Richards, Dr. Edwin Francis Shew- 
make, Dr. Guy Richard Vowles and 
Dr. William Lorimer Porter. 





Pride is the first peer and president 
of hell. — Defoe. 


MONTREAT GETS $50,000 
FOR SCHOLARSHIP FUND 


MONTREAT, N. C.—“S. W. Newell 
Scholarships” have been provided for 
Montreat-Anderson College through 
establishment of a fund “of not less 
than $50,000” by S. W. Newell of 
Charlotte, N. C. The donor estab- 
lished the fund as a memorial to his 
father, the Rev. Samuel Washington 
Newell, a missionary evangelist in 
Western North Carolina. 


The scholarship fund is to be ad- 
ministered by the faculty to “worthy 
students attending Montreat-Ander- 
son College.” The college was given 
$154,000 earlier by a Charlotte ruling 
elder who requested anonymity. That 
fund will endow a Chair of Bible. 





MISSIONARY BRIEFS 


JAPAN—Mr. and Mrs. John Harper 
Brady, Jr., who are on furlough at 
Decatur, Ga., have announced the 
birth of their third son and sixth child. 


BRAZIL — The Rev. and Mrs. 
Charles Daugherty are scheduled to 
spend two months in Europe on fur- 
lough before going to the States in 
August. 
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KOREA—Miss Sylvia E. Haley and 
the Rev. Kenneth E. Boyer were mar- 
ried in Kwangju June 1. 


JAPAN — Miss Katherine Womel- 
dorf was scheduled to begin her fur- 
lough in the States in June. 


BRAZIL — Dr. and Mrs. Verlin A. 
Krabill of the East Brazil Mission 
have announced the birth of their first 
daughter and second child. 


CONGO—Mr. and Mrs. Tom Cleve- 
land have left for an advanced fur- 
lough. 


BRAZIL — The Frank E. Soules 
family of the North Brazil Mission is 
scheduled to arrive for furlough in 
July. 





‘LAST THINGS’—irom p. 6 


engaged in fascinating tasks and ac- 
tivities set before us by the infinite 
God. 


And so we say like the believer of 
long ago in Psalm 73: “I am continu- 
ally with thee: thou hast holden me 
by my right hand. Thou shalt guide 
me with thy counsel, and afterward 
receive me to glory. Whom have I in 
heaven but thee? And there is none 
upon earth that I desire beside thee. 
My flesh and my heart faileth; but 
God is the strength of my heart, and 
my portion for ever.” 


As this truth comes to the Christian 
to his great comfort, it should come 
to the person not yet a believer like 
a command: “Don’t miss out on 
heaven. When death comes, be not 
driven away to prison, but be ready 
to be received into glory. Therefore, 
now trust the Lord Jesus Christ as 
your Saviour and the hope of your 
soul.” 


Dr. Strong is pastor of the Trinity 
Church, Montgomery, Ala. 





PURITAN REPRINTS 
New and Used Books 


BIBLE TRUTH DEPOT 
Swengel, Pa. 


Free catalog upon request 











Children's Bible Studies 


Rev. and Mrs. Paul G. Settle 


ADVENTURES IN THE WILDERNESS 
2. God Gives the Ten Commandments (1-4). 


DO YOU KNOW: Who gave the Ten Commandments? 
LOOK UP in the Bible: Exodus 20:1. 
WHAT DOES THIS VERSE SAY about who gave the 


Commandments? 


THING TO REMEMBER: Those who love Christ will obey 
Him. Matthew 22:37; 28:19-20. 





THE FIRST COMMANDMENT, Exodus 19:20; 20:1-3. 


(Connect the two parts of the sentence that go together. ) 
God spoke all the commandments from God. 
God had delivered one God. 

There is only Israel. 
Moses received the words (commandments). 


THE SECOND COMMANDMENT, Exodus 20:4-6. 


Some people worship gods that they make. This is a sin. 
God said, ““Thou shalt __ __ __ bow __ __ __ __ to them, nor 
serve them.” He wants us to worship Him only. 


THE THIRD COMMANDMENT, Exodus 20:7; Matthew 6:9. 


(Circle the correct answer. ) 


Do we break the Third Commandment when we use the 
words, “God,” “Jesus,” “Christ,” or “Lord,” 


Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes No 
Yes No 


THE FOURTH COMMANDMENT, Exodus 20:8-11. 

God tells us to do all our work in __ __ __ days. In the 
seventh day, we shall not __ __ any __ ____ __. Because God 
created the universe in six days and rested on the seventh, 

the seventh day and hallowed it (made 


—without thinking of Him? 
—to tell others about Him? 
—to curse or swear? 

—in prayer? 

—in fun? 


No 
No 
No 





DO YOU KNOW YOUR BIBLE? What great Commandment 
did Jesus quote from the Old Testament? Look up: Matthew 


42:33. 


(Memorize the first 4 Commandments.) 


(Adapted from “Adventures in the Wilderness,” Copyright 
1958 by the Sunday School House, Glendale, California.) 
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The quotation “‘no man is an island, entire in it- 
self’ might apply to a store as well. Such was the 
belief of Belk-Simpson founders who, from the be- 
ginning, attempted to make a citizen as well as 





a success of the first store that opened over 72 
years ago. The basic philosophy did not stop with 
its founders, but is a legacy passed down from one 


generation of Belk-Simpson people to another. It 











SOUTH CAROLINA 





r was their goal to make of Belk-Simpson’s a store 
of the people, for the people. So, all who made 
), up the store family, were encouraged to give of 
their time and energies, as well as of worldly goods, 
ef for the civic welfare. That’s why when you see 
the sign of progress, whether in the home, church, 
or community, you'll invariably find folks of the 
j Belk-Simpson family pitchin’ in. May we and the 
generations to come strive to keep the spirit of 
Belk’s bright and shining. 
he | 
od | Belk-Simpson Department Stores 
th, an integral part of the South 
de § 
28 Belk-Simpson stores to serve you with courtesy 
‘ and honest values. Look for the store nearest you Qo 
on 
” for the finest in FM radio stay tuned to WMIT 
ight 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Greenville, S. C. 

J. A. Ellison, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store 
Greenville, S. C. 

A. M. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 
The Dollar Store 
Greenville, S. C. 

R. P. Crumpler, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Lancaster, S. C. 

Bb. L. Plyler, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Camden, S. 

J. A. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Clinton, S. C. 

D. B. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Darlington, S. C. 

J. H. Lyles, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Laurens, S. C. 

J. T. Holmes, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Abbeville, S. C. 

J. S. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Hagins Co. 
Kershaw, S. C. 

C. E. Hinson, Mgr.-Prop. 
Efird’s Dept. Store 
Clinton, S. C. 

W. L. Hubbard, Mgr. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Beaufort, S. C. 

L. A. Reeves, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Fountain Inn, S. C. 

E. J. Copeland, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Woodruff, S. C. 

F. B. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Honea Path, S. C. 

T. R. Martin, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Whitmire, S. C. 

Jack Gilliland, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
ge Ss. C. 

W. M. Gettys, Mgr.-Prop. 


NORTH CAROLINA 
Belk-Simpson ~ 
Sines, © . & 

R. E. McCormick, Mgr.-Prop. 
oan s Department Store 
Brevard, N. C. 

J. E. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 


KENTUCKY 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Harlan, Ky. 
Delmar Tolliver, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Corbin, Ky. 
W. C. Ashley, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Winchester, Ky. 
T. L. Beckman, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Mt. Sterling, Ky. 


Willoughby Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 

Frankfort, Ky. 

E. C. Huggins, Mgr.-Prop. 
GEORGIA 

Belk-Simpson Co. 

Bainbridge, Ga. 

M. D. Ashley, Mgr.-Prop. 


ARKANSAS 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Paragould, Ark. 
W. H. Wade, Megr.-Prop. 


OHIO 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Athens, Ohio 
Joe Kelley, Mgr.-Prop. 


MISSOURI 
ae Co. 
—s Mo. 
J. a McCaskill, Mgr.-Prop. 
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8, 
voters! 


MINISTERS 


Frank McElroy, Jr., from Lockhart 
to the First Church, Yoakum, Texas. 


Ralph W. Davis, from Meadville, 





Miss., to the Leaksville, Miss., 
church. 
Milton C. Bierschwale, from No- 


cona, Texas, to the Caldwell, Texas 
and Somerville churches. 

Lewis L. Wilkins, from San Saba, 
Texas, to the First church, Junction 
City, Ark. 

L. P. McCord, Roanoke, Va., will 
become assistant minister of the 
First Church, Richmond, Va., in 
early July. 

Guadalupe M. Armendariz, from 
Galveston, Texas, to the Iglesia 
church, San Benito, Texas. 

James Eade Anderson, from Bain- 
bridge, Ga., to the First church, 
Greenwood, Miss. 

C. Rodgers McLane, from Ray- 
mondville, Texas, to the First 
church, Lancaster, Texas. 





LETTERS 
QUESTIONS FOR DR. McCORD 


I have written the following letter 
to Dr. James I. McCord, head of the 
UPUSA committee to implement the 
“Blake-Pike” plan of Church union: 


In connection with the proposed 
merger of various major denomina- 
tions, I understand that the invitation 
is to be extended to the Presbyterian, 
US, Church as well. I am therefore 
writing you as chairman of the negoti- 
ating committee this letter, to ask 
several questions about matters that 
are not clear to me: 


1. How can an Arminian system 
of doctrine be adapted to the Calvin- 
istic system of doctrine so that sincere 
men of either persuasion could accept 
it? 


2. How can two systems of Church 
government be amalgamated so that 
there would still be presbyteries, 
without bishops except in the Scrip- 
tural sense — equal members of the 
Presbytery? 


3. How can ministers who have 
signed the ex animo obligation be ex- 
pected to give up any essential part 
of the system of doctrine taught in 
the Scriptures and expressed in our 
Confession of Faith and Catechisms? 


4. What protection would we have 
from apostate leadership? What pro- 
visions would there be for eliminating 
such leadership? And what guarantee 
would there be that the resultant body 
would remain true to the Bible, the 
only infallible rule of faith and prac- 
tice? 


—(Rev.) William C. Cumming 
Greenville, S. C. 





A DEADENED CONSCIENCE 


Recently my husband and I were 
discussing with a group the importance 
of individuals in big organizations 
maintaining high moral standards and 
refusing to break a moral law even if 
ordered to do so by a superior. We 
were appalled to find how few agreed 
with us. Some have apparently strayed 
so far as no longer to be able to tell 
right from wrong. The sobering thing 
is that all of these people would claim 
to be Christians. 


—Mrs. George K. Jeffers 
Miami, Fla. 


urgent concern abroad 
about low moral standards, but the 
religion being offered is too often 
powerless to build morals. Today 
Church courts are too busy recogniz- 
ing social drinking and condemning 
anti-communist efforts.—Ed. 


There is 





THE GUTZKE CORNER 


I don’t imagine that anyone who 
reads the Journal will be using the 
World Council of Churches’ study 
booklet, Let There Be Light. But, just 
in case, I would like to recommend a 
better one, Sent From God, by Dr. 
Manford Geo. Gutzke (available from 
Board of Women’s Work). Dr. 
Gutzke’s book tells what is the REAL 
mission of the Church. 


—Mrs. I. J. Mosley 
Pensacola, Fla. 





You could not have selected from 
throughout the (US) Church a better 
man than Dr. Gutzke as one of your 
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featured speakers on the “Journal 
Day” program. His thorough famili- 
arity with the Bible and his ability 
as a teacher is unequalled as far | 
know. 


-—H. Lane Young 
Atlanta, Ga. 


Thank you for the “plug” for Jour- 
nal Day. See you in Weaverville Aug. 


16.—Ed. 





By the way, we hope everyone 
has ordered JOURNALS for new 
circle chairmen so they will be 
ready when the new Bible Studies, 
“Religion That Is Genuine,” begin 
to appear.—Ed. 











THIS AND THAT 


We do not wish to miss a single 
copy of the Journal, so here comes 
our renewal! We soak it up as a 
sponge does water, and I pray with 
better retention. 


—-Mrs. Ewell J. Gassaway 
Fort Worth, Texas 


Then, like a good sponge, we hope 
it wipes off on someone else.—Ed. 





We belong to a Presbyterian Church 
through which we are automatically 
sent without subscribing. 
Otherwise we would subscribe solely 
to the Journal because we feel that 
the Journal sticks closer to the teach- 
ing of the Bible. .. . Keep the Journal 
true to the Bible as you have been 
doing and we’ll keep reading it. 


—Mrs. James Scott 
Brackenridge, Penna. 


That’s like asking a bear to stick 
close to a honey tree.—Ed. 





I appreciated very much receiving 
some copies of the Journal recently. 
. .. I have found our own 
magazine to have little of a spiritual 
nature, and for something of a posi- 
tive Presbyterian nature, I think I 
will try the Presbyterian Journal for 
a while. Enclosed find my check. 


—Byron W. Travis, D.D. 
Portland, Ore. 


We venture to predict that this 
tryout will become a permanent re- 
lationship. — Ed. 





